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SUBJ: WOULD-BE POLITICIAN ASKS FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE 

1 . COL. (RETIRED) FRANK BERNASKO, A FORMER COMMISSIONER 
FOR AGRICULTURE (1973-75) AND COCOA AFFAIRS (1975), NOW 

IN PRIVATE BUSINESS IN ACCRA, APPROACHED EMBASSY JULY 28 
FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR HIS FORTHCOMING POLITICAL 
CAMPAIGN. (BIO INFO IS ON FILE IN DEPARTMENT.) SAID 
HE HAD BEEN PERSUADED BY FRIENDS TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT 
AND WAS NOW PLANNING HIS CAMPAIGN, TO START AS SOON AS 
PRESENT BAN ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY IS LIFTED. HE HOPED 
TO HEAD A NEW PARTY WHICH WOULD INCLUDE FORMER MEMBERS 
OF PROGRESSIVE PARTY AND CPP AS WELL AS INDEPENDENTS. 

2. IN VIEW OF HIS WELL KNOWN PRO- WEST AND ANTI-COMMUNIST 
OUTLOOK. BERNASKO EXPRESSED BELIEF US SHOULD BE WILLING 
TO HELP HIM WITH FUNDS. IF THE EMBASSY COULD NOT DO SO, 

PERHAPS CIA COULD. IT WAS HIS BELIEF THAT CIA HAD HELPED 
CERTAIN GHANAIAN POLITICIANS IN PAST AND HE WOULD WELCOME 
SUCH HELP NOW. 

3. AS AN EXAMPLE OF WHY PRO-WESTERN POLITICIANS SHOULD BE 
ASSISTED, HE STATED THAT IT WAS "WELL KNOW" TO MANY OBSERVERS 
IN ACCRA THAT ACHEAMPONG HAD SECRETLY ARRANGED TO BRING IN 
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CUBAN SECURITY PERSONNEL WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN HERE "BY 
THE END OF THIS YEAR" HAD HE NOT BEEN OVERTHROWN. IT 
BEHOOVED THE WEST TO SUPPORT ITS FRIENDS TO AVOID SUCH 
EPENTRATION OF GHANA BY ITS ENEMIES, BERNASKO INSISTED. 

4. CHARGE GAVE BERNASKO ABSOLUTELY NO ENCOURAGEMENT, 

POINTING OUT THAT ASSISTANCE TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY WOULD 
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CONSTITUTE INVOLVEMENT IN GHANA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS WHICH 
RAN COUNTER TO WELL KNOWN USG POLICIES. IT WAS HIGHLY 
DOUBTFUL. MOREOVER, THAT ANY USG AGENCY HAD EVER GIVEN 
ASSISTANCE TO POLITICIANS OR PARTIES HERE AS HE ALLEGED. 

5. COMMENT: THE POLITICAL SCENE IS CLEARLY HEATING UP 
AND NUMEROUS POLITICIANS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY IMPATIENTLY 
AWAITING AN OPPORTUNITY TO SPRING INTO ACTION. THERE WILL 
PROBABLY BE OTHER APPROACHES TO US FOR ASSISTANCE IN THE 
FUTURE. WITH REGARD TO BERNASKO'S ALLEGATIONS RE CUBAN 
SECURITY PERSONNEL. THE EMBASSY HAD HEARD VAGUE RUMORS OF 
THE SORT, BUT NEVER ANY OF THIS SPECIFICITY; WE ARE UNABLE 
TO JEDGE THE TRUTH OF BERNASKO'S ALLEGATIONS RE A POSSIBLE 
APPROACH TO CUBA BY ACHEAMPONG. HOLMES 
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